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A view of Wash Pond Road in Hampstead in the wake of the Halloween snowstorm, with the 

road blocked and utility wires down. 

    
HALLOWEEN EVE STORM KNOCKS OUT POWER – Mother Nature handed 

parts of New England a Trick-or-Treat surprise in the form of a massive pre-season 

snowstorm that knocked out power in southern New Hampshire for nearly a week for 

some customers. South and Central New Hampshire got between one and two feet of 

heavy, wet snow, with lesser amounts farther north. The storm knocked out power to 

more than 300,000 customers of all four of the state’s electric utilities. Restoration 

efforts, including the use of line and trees crews from out of state, began immediately. It 

took until late Friday night before the last of them got their power back. By midweek 

after the storm, nine overnight shelters had been set up, including Londonderry and 

Nashua North high schools, which served as regional shelters. They housed about 270 

people. Additional daytime warming centers were set up in many communities. 

 

In addition to the power outages, fallen trees and power lines blocked numerous state and 

local roads, but no fatalities were directly attributed to the storm. Widespread power 

outages were also reported in Connecticut and Massachusetts. 
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NOVEMBER IS CO AWARENESS MONTH – Gov. Lynch has declared November 

to be Carbon Monoxide Awareness Month in New Hampshire, intended to highlight the 

dangers of CO and to promote safety tips. There were a number of close calls for carbon 

monoxide poisoning during the Halloween snowstorm and the threat will continue as 

winter progresses. Carbon monoxide is a product of combustion. It is colorless, odorless 

and tasteless. CO poisoning victims frequently don’t realize what is happening to them. 

All fuel burning appliances should be professionally installed. Emergency generators 

should be placed in the open at least 10 feet from a building. Outdoor cooking appliances 

should never be used indoors. More information on carbon monoxide safety is posted at 

ReadyNH and www.nh.gov/co. 

 

VACCINATION EXERCISE CONDUCTED AT PEASE – The N.H. National Guard 

teamed up with the departments of Safety and Health and Human Services for a mass 

vaccination/prophylaxis exercise at Pease Air National Guard base on Nov. 5. This was 

the second annual State Emergency Responder and Volunteer Point of Dispensing 

(SERV POD) exercise, which simulated the mass treatment of mission-critical personnel 

during a public health emergency. There are two SERV PODs assigned to specific 

locations in the state and a third mobile unit that could be sent anywhere it is needed. The 

Pease site is staffed and managed by the 157
th
 Medical Unit at the base. During the 

exercise, seasonal flu vaccine was provided to more than 500 National Guard members. 

The exercise also provided the opportunity to use the State’s new Inventory Management 

and Patient Tracking system.  

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE POLICE DEPARTMENTS RECOGNIZED – The Sandwich 

and Lincoln police departments have been recognized by the International Association of 

Chiefs of Police for their community policing efforts. The departments were runners-up 

among police departments serving populations of under 20,000. The awards were 

presented last month at the International Association of Chiefs of Police Conference in 

Chicago. Ted Smith is chief in Lincoln and Douglas Wyman is chief in Sandwich. 

 

Community Policing is a philosophy that promotes organizational strategies, which 

support the systematic use of partnerships and problem-solving techniques, to proactively 

address the immediate conditions that give rise to public safety issues such as crime, 

social disorder and fear of crime. 

 

“THIS IS ONLY A TEST” – Two emergency alerting systems were tested in 

November. The first-ever national test of the Emergency Alert System, carried by all 

radio and television stations and cable TV systems in the state, was tested at 2 p.m. on 

Nov. 9. The test was only partially successful. The electronic equipment used to transmit 

the signal worked, but the audio quality of the message entering the state was poor. EAS 

is used successfully in New Hampshire on a regional or statewide basis to transmit 

warnings about severe weather. It has also been used for Amber Alerts in child abduction 

cases. 
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Seabrook Station conducted an audible demonstration of its Public Safety Notification 

System sirens on Nov. 16. All 121 sirens in the 10-mile Seabrook Emergency Planning 

Zone functioned, although minor problems were reported with a siren in Rye and another 

in Greenland. Technicians were dispatched to both locations to troubleshoot. This was the 

fourth consecutive year that the Seabrook siren demonstration was conducted.     
 

EXERCISE PLANNING WORKSHOPS CONDUCTED – The Department of 

Safety’s divisions of Fire Standards and Training and Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management conducted Training and Exercise Planning Workshops (T&EPW) in 

November. A session on Nov. 8 in Concord was for State Agencies and their partners. 

Two additional workshops on Nov. 9 were held in Lincoln for local communities. The 

purpose of the workshops was to develop a Multi-Year Training and Exercise Plan and 

Schedule for the State of New Hampshire with input from stakeholders. Maintaining a 

Mult-Year Training and Exercise Calendar fulfills an important grant requirement.  

Participants were asked to think about priorities and objectives, training they would like 

to get and exercises they would like to conduct in 2012-2014. For information about 

training contact Bob Pragoff, N.H. Training Coordinator, at Robert.pragoff@dos.nh.gov. 

For information about exercises contact Katya Brennan, Exercise Training Coordinator, 

at Katya.Brennan@dos.nh.gov. 

 

HAM RADIO EXERCISE USES NEW SOFTWARE – New Hampshire amateur 

radio operators conducted their annual Simulate Emergency Test (SET) exercise on Nov. 

12, bringing all 12 of the state’s Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) sections into 

operation with the State Emergency Operations Center. More than 100 hams participated, 

transmitting more than 300 pre-scripted messages by voice or data. The SET assumed all 

other means of communication were down. Hams transmitted messages between 

hospitals, local EOCs, the Red Cross and amateur radio locations. They used VHF and 

UHF frequencies and made contact on HF with all 10 counties. HF communication has 

the advantage of not needing mountaintop repeaters. They also made use of a new 

communications technique, Narrow Band Emergency Messaging Service (NBEMS), a 

software-driven method of sending text and files via amateur radio. The SEOC now has 

NBEMS capability. 
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Keep up with emergency preparedness information in New Hampshire on 

www.readynh,nh.gov and Twitter.com/ReadyNH. 


